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Abstract 

Folk art form creates cultural identity and 
also creates integrity of individuals and equip­

ping them to meet social challenges. Fo lk 
artistes were struggling to keep their art forms 
al ive even before, no thanks to how rapidly the 
meaning of entertainment and art was chang­
ing due to globalization and now w ith the 
COVID-19 hit. There are great variations in the 
performing folk art and culture in West Bengal 
whicli is directly linked w ith socio economic 

position of rural people. In recent the sudden 

and radical effect of COVID-19 on the lives of 
freelance performing artists is compounding 

dangerous levels of precocity in these occupa­

tions and, as a result, there are swifter, deeper 

and more serious consequences to policy inac­

tion in the coming years. The effect of the crisis 

of an artist is not only in the form of less public 

show but it is in their inability to earn as much 

as before with secondary job. 

Economic Crisis of folk Performing Art in times 
of Global Pandemic 

P d" I . d m the 
Vedic era to the me ':va peno , the Perform. 
ing arts remained an important source of edu­
cating the masses. Now, these Indian art forms 
have become means of entertainment anct 
knowledge for people all over the world. 

Folk arts in West Bengal have evolve 

to become indicat ors of a nation's t raditio d 

identity and uniqueness. Folklore arts, belie~' 
rites and rituals, myt hs, rural handicrafts et ' c. 
are factors that enrich our folk tradition. The 

different folk art forms maintain their ethnic 

nature through which they make socialization 
possible; they regulate t hem and harmonize 

them w ith other communit ies. Folk art form cre­

ates cu ltural identity and also creates integrity 

of individuals and equipping t hem to meet so­

cial challenges. Folk artistes were struggling to 

keep their art forms alive even before, no thanks 

to how rapidly the meaning of enterta inment and 

art was changing due to globalization and now 

with the COVID-19 hit, everything has come to 

a standstill during the epidemic, work, weddings, 

music and dance concerts, t heatres, and while 

some of them could somehow su rvive this pan­

demic, largely it w ill take some t ime for the in­

digenous art forms to get back on their feet. 

Significance of this study 
Government of India as well as Govern­

ment of West Bengal has increasingly recog­

nized the importance of the creative art sector 

to compete in the global market place. A num­

ber of factors underscore the connection be· 

tween economic competitiveness and creativ-
lntroduction · 1 · 

ity. Arts and culture can play a major roe in 
India is a land of rich culture and heri- community development and redevelopment by 

tage. Culture has been identified as a "driver creating new jobs as well as fostering an env1· 
fo r susta inable development" (UN 2010 I ted 

, ronment and amenities that attract ta en 
UNESCO 2012). Cu ltural heritage is a group of rt and 

young workers; and tourism centered on a 5 

resources inherited from t he past w hich people culture can contribute to state and local eco· 
identify, independent ly of ownersh ip, as a re- nomic gr th b .d. d. T ed and sus· 
flection and expression of their constantly evol . ow y prov1 ing a 1vers1 I ting 

v- tamable mea f · · b nd attrac 
ing values, beliefs, knowledge and tradit ion" We ns or creating JO s a ost 

• • · revenue. Performing folk art is one of the rn 
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